May 25th, 2008
Hi 
Not much to write about. 

Last Monday it was wet. Government flags flew at half-mast in memory of the Sichuan earthquake victims. That same morning, I took the DVD Player into the servicing centre for repair. This centre was in Langham Place; it is the first time I have been there. The complex consists of a hotel, a mall and an office tower (the tower Nadine described to me as the ‘R2D2’ building). 

Regarding the earthquake, the performance of the Chinese government time has been very impressive, to say the least. The acted quickly and did nearly everything very well. This is in contrast to their usual way of acting to a disaster, which is to do nothing, to allow no one in and to ban news reports. You have probably seen TV reports; virtually any news teams that wanted to enter was allowed in and there has been no (or almost no) censoring. 
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On Tuesday, the new Taiwan president. Ma Ying-jeou, was sworn in. He comes from the KMT party, which has been out of power for eight years. Ma was born in Hong Kong! and is also a graduate of Harvard University. He acts more naturally and is rather down-to-earth. For example, at a presidential lunch after his swearing-in, all the dignitaries received a box lunch!! Then, when travelling to a city in the south of the island by train, he travelled in economy class (though his guests were in business class). 
Signed a new lease for another 12 months (the maximum now, instead of the previous 18 months). The rate has been increased by about 21% over the rate for the past 4½ years. However, the compound rate increase from that when I came in is only about 1.4% as rates went down after a couple of years and stayed there until now. 
The Super 14 competition is almost over. The final is next Saturday between the Crusaders and the NSW Warratahs. 

That seems to be it for now.
Cheers
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